
ECUA CONFIRMS TWO-YEAR RECYCLING AGREEMENT
ECUA Recycling Program Continues Without Interruption 

On May 29, 2014, Emerald Coast Utilities Authority (ECUA) entered into a 
short-term, two-year agreement with Infinitus Energy, to accept and process 
recyclable materials. ECUA Board members voted unanimously to approve the 
agreement, designed to save money, enhance and maintain a clean environment, 
and prevent recyclables from being buried in the landfill.

Located in Montgomery, Alabama, the Infinitus Renewable Energy Park (IREP) 
offers advanced processing technology that will help ECUA meet its recycling 
needs immediately and well into the future. Infinitus Chief Operating Officer, 
Kyle Mowitz, calls IREP, “The most advanced materials recovery facility in North 
America.”

West Florida Recycling (WFR), ECUA’s previous processor of recyclables filed 
for bankruptcy in mid-April, prompting the ECUA to transport its recyclables 
to a facility in Georgia on an interim basis.  ECUA Executive Director Stephen 
E. Sorrell explains, “While transporting our recyclables to Georgia was a major 
challenge given the distance and timing -- at the same time that our resources 
were needed for flood debris collection -- it was worth the effort in order to 
maintain our recycling program and not see those items landfilled.  Since WFR 
closed through May 28, we’ve prevented 1,081 tons of recyclables from going into 
the landfill, saving approximately $48,000 in tipping fees in the process.”  WFR, 
the sole processor of recyclables in the region, also served Escambia County, 
Santa Rosa County, the City of Pensacola, and the Escambia County School 
District.   Sorrell further elaborates, “WFR’s closure leaves a need in the area so 
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E m e r a l d  C o a s t  U t i l i t i e s  A u t h o r i t y

ECUA water is withdrawn from the 
Sand-and-Gravel Aquifer.  Thirty-
two wells in the ECUA water 
system and 1700-plus miles of water 
mains combine to deliver water 
to your home.   Last year, ECUA 
pumped and treated an average of 
29.98 million gallons of water daily. 
The ECUA’s daily water production 
during the last week of May, 2014, 
was approximately 36 million 
gallons per day (mgd).  ECUA 
has more than sufficient water and 
pumping capability to accommodate 
this demand, but we need your help.  

In order to moderate some of the 
extreme peaks in usage, and to 
maintain a balanced system pres-
sure, we suggest that our customers 
irrigate between the hours of  
10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., which is 
our optimum off-peak time.   
 
If a large percentage of our custom-
ers respond to the request, it will 
greatly enhance our system capabili-
ties and extend the life of our equip-
ment, while also optimizing water 
pressure during the times when 
our customers need it most.  You, 
the customer, will be the ultimate 
beneficiary.  Lower operating costs 
mean lower rates to our customers.  
Please help us serve you better.
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Collection Kudos!    this agreement with Infinitus 
Energy is purposely only a 
2-year solution.  We hope to 
see a comparable facility built 
closer to the ECUA coverage 
area, ready to serve our region, by 
mid-2016.”

Sorrell says, “ECUA will net a 
slight profit by taking recyclables 
to IREP, enough to continue 
its thriving recycling program, 
without the need to consider 
an increase in its residential 
sanitation rate. 

Recycling, cont’d.

ECUA employees continue to work diligently throughout our service area to assist 
our community in its recovery from the April 29-30 flooding.  We’re so proud of their 
dedication and perseverance!  Here’s an update on debris removal and a pat on the 
back to our super team! 

Debris collection began on May 3 in the 
Bristol Park area, after regular residential 
sanitation collection services were completed 
for the week of the storm.   ECUA crews 
collected 114 truckloads (668 tons) of debris in 
the first 2 days!  

Since then,   ECUA crews worked double 
shifts, collecting regular  garbage and 
recycling routes during the day, then turning 
to flood debris collection by mid- afternoon.  
Our crews’ efforts continued 7-days-a-week 
until May 24, assisting residents all over our 
service area -- but most notably in: Crescent 

Lake, Old Hickory, Innerarity Point,  Holsberry Road, the Avondale area, Ashbury 
Lane and the Ponderosa / 9 1/2-Mile Road area.   As of June 9, ECUA crews had 
collected 2,930 tons of flood debris, with the free collection service ending on June 16. 

Piedmont Street is located south of the 
Pensacola International Airport, and an eleven-
block stretch of the roadway was completely 
destroyed by the flood, severing water and sewer 
lines.  Our crews, emergency contractors, and 
ECUA engineering staff responded immediately, 
restoring water service temporarily within 2 
days,  and sewer service to all but 11 homes 
within 5 days!  

In collaboration with the City of Pensacola and the Escambia County Department 
of Health, ECUA procured portable washing stations and bathrooms for the residents’ use, allowing them to remain in 
their homes during the repairs.   The portables were delivered on Saturday, May 2, and by the afternoon of May 8, all water 

and sewer services had been temporarily restored.   As of this printing in mid-June, permanent repairs of the 
ECUA sewer mains are complete, and the water mains repairs are 75% complete.  


